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LALJI FOUNDATION

Committed to Community Health & Vision,

Health — hydrocephalus and spina bifida Surgeries Report
MOI Muhimbili Hospital- Dar es Salaam Region,

Date: 15t July 2025,

Venue: Muhimbili Hospital

1. Executive Summary

The Lalji Foundation is a charitable organization dedicated to transforming lives across
Tanzania through impactful initiatives in healthcare, education, economic empowerment,
and social welfare. Guided by a strong commitment to humanity, compassion, and equity,
the Foundation has emerged as a key partner in national development efforts that support
the most vulnerable groups in society.

The Lalji Foundation has launched a vital health initiative in collaboration with the
Muhimbili Orthopaedic Institute (MOI) to sponsor surgeries for 30 children suffering from
hydrocephalus and spina bifida, two life-threatening and disabling conditions affecting
infants and young children in Tanzania.

Hydrocephalus and Spina Bifida in Tanzanian Children

Hydrocephalus is a condition where excess fluid builds up in the brain, while spina bifida
is a birth defect where the spine doesn’t form properly. In Tanzania, many children suffer
from these conditions due to poor maternal nutrition (especially folic acid deficiency),
limited prenatal care, and infections.

These conditions can cause physical disabilities, developmental delays, and even death
if untreated. Children often face stigma, are excluded from school, and lack access to
healthcare and assistive devices.

Through this program, the Foundation provides full medical sponsorship, including
neurosurgical operations, post-operative care, and rehabilitation support, targeting
children from low-income and underserved families

The Vice Chairman of Lalji Foundation, Mohamed Damiji, said that it is a great humility
and pride that we continue our mission to serve the most vulnerable in our communities.
The partnership between the Lalji Foundation and Muhimbili Orthopaedic Institute (MOI)
reflects what we stand for: compassion, commitment, and impact.



On behalf of the Muhimbili Orthopaedic Institute, Dr Khamis Shaban said, | extend my
sincere appreciation to the Lalji Foundation for their generous and sustained support in
treating children affected by hydrocephalus and spina bifida.

These conditions are not only medically complex but emotionally and financially
overwhelming for families, especially those from low-income backgrounds. Many of the
children we receive here come from remote regions, and without sponsorship, timely
treatment would be out of reach.

2. Objectives

e To provide life-saving surgical interventions to children with hydrocephalus and
spina bifida.

o To reduce mortality and disability related to these conditions among low-income
families.

« To support long-term rehabilitation and care services for affected children.

e To raise awareness and promote early diagnosis and treatment.

3. Event Overview
Parameter Details

Location: Muhimbili Hospital — Dar es Salaam - MOI
Surgeries Date: from 5 June to 28 June 2025

Handover Date: 15t July 2025

Target Group: children from rural, underprivileged families

Organized by LALJI FOUNDATION in Collaboration with Muhimbili Orthopaedic Institute
(MQI)

4. Partners & Stakeholders
S/N | Partner/ Stakeholders Role/ Contribution

1.| Lalji Foundation Project/sponsor

2.| MOI (Muhimbili Orthopaedic Institute | project




5. Outcomes & Impact

SN Key Indicators Number of patients
1. Number of surgeries 30
6. Total 30

6. Budget & Expenditure

SN | ITEMS BUDGETED (TZS) | REMARKS
1.| Surgeries 10,200,000 Hydrocephalus and spina bifida
surgeries
TOTAL 10,200,000

7. Impact on the Community

e Improved survival rate and reduced complications for children with
hydrocephalus and spina bifida.

e Reduced financial burden for families, many of whom are from rural or low-
income urban areas.

e Increased community trust and awareness in health interventions through
partnerships with reputable hospitals like MOI.

e Promoted inclusive healthcare services aligned with national health goals.
8. Challenges Encountered

o Late referral of cases leading to complications.

o Shortage of specialized neurosurgical tools and post-operative support in public
hospitals.

o Transportation difficulties for patients from remote regions.

« Extended waiting periods for surgery as a result of restricted number of

surgeries that can be scheduled daily due to limited resources



9. Media Coverage

SN | Platform Details Type Link / Reference
2. | Television IBN TV, ITV, Channel | Events news
10 features
3. | Print media | The Guardian Article 3 July 2025- page 13
_ Coverage
Daily News 3 July 2025 -page 5
Nipashe 3 Julai 2025 ukurasa 18
Habarileo 3 Julai 2025 ukurasa 18
4. | Social media * [nstagram Photos, live | -www.mtaakwamtaa.co.tz
& Blogs = Facebook and update
= YouTube -www. Malunde.com

-www.langohabari.co tz
-WWW.sayarinews.co.tz
-www.michuzi.co.tz
-globalpublishers

- fullshangweblog.co.tz

-WWw.Sautizamtaa

9. Recommendations

e Strengthen early screening programs in regional hospitals.

« Enhance training for healthcare workers on hydrocephalus and spina bifida
management.

« Increase collaboration with the government and other stakeholders for scaling up
the initiative.

« Continuous monitoring and evaluation to ensure sustainability and accountability.

10. Conclusion

The Lalji Foundation remains committed to supporting the most vulnerable in society. The
sponsorship program at MOl Muhimbili Hospital is a testament to the Foundation’s
dedication to improving lives through targeted health interventions. With continued
partnership and community engagement, many more children will be given a second
chance at life.

Lalji Foundation should continue sponsoring surgeries at MOI.



11. List of 30 children for surgeries

Lalji Foundation
3rd Floor, Morani House
Maktaba Street, P.O. Box 21017

FOUNDATION

—_—
Dar Es Salaam, l —_— R LN
E-Mail: info@tanzaniatravellink.com

SURGERIES CONDUCTED AT MOI ON 3RD - 7TH JUNE 2025
SPONSORED BY LALJI FOUNDATION

SIN INV NO. PATIENT NAME AMOUNT

1 4599962 | Irene Magesa Nashuni 400,000.00
2 4599880 | Haysam Timotheo Kamili 400,000.00
3 4599844 | Hasmin Ally Jongo 400,000.00
4 4595359 | Takabari Ahmad Ayubu 400,000.00
5 4595337 | Emmanuel C Hungu 400,000.00
6 4595385 | Marcelino Elias John 400,000.00
7 4595363 | Laiyan Joseph Muzagila 400,000.00
8 4595155 | Essau Yoel Richard 400,000.00
9 4595601 | Swalehe Omary Mwanjano 400,000.00
10 4595315 | Hussein Yasin Hamza 400,000.00
11 4595380 | Angel Paulo William 400,000.00
12 4595377 | Salma Mathias Bundara 400,000.00
13 4595372 | Hamis Abdulrazack Mengi 400,000.00
14 4597744 | Nabil Ahmad Shabani 400,000.00
15 4602988 | Moshi Juma Swedi 400,000.00
16 4599912 | Angel Paulo William 400,000.00
17 4599952 | Ebeneza Selemani Jumaa 400,000.00
18 4599871 | Raphael Lucian Gwasma 400,000.00
19 4595718 | Abdulhaman Mohamed 400,000.00
20 4660516 | Time Abdallah Kwekwete 400,000.00
8,000,000.00

list of remaining 10 children will be provided by Muhimbili Hospital (MOI)
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Lalji Foundation together with Dr Khamis Shaban Department of MOI
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Lalji Foundation, together with Dr Khamis Shaban in the Department of MOI
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. Jamii yashauriwa kuwasaidia
watoto wenye vichwa vikubwa

Na Mwandishi Wetu

JAMIT imeaswa kujenga utama-
dunt wa kuwa na moyo wa kuji-
tolea kusaidia waru wenye uhitaji
hasa wenye vichwa vikubwa na
mgongo wazi.

Hali hiyo ni kutokana na wazazi
wengi kushindwa kumudu ghara-
ma za matibabu ya ugonjwa huo.

Wito huo ulitolewa jana na
Grace Molle] ambaye ni mmoja ya

~ mzazi wa mtoto mwenye changa-
moto va vichwa vikubwa, aliye-
fanyiwa upasuaji katika Taasisi ya
Mifupa Muhimbili (MOD) kupitia
ufadhili wa Taasisi ya Lalji Foun-
dation.

Akizungumza baada ya upas-
uaji wa mtoro wake, aliishukuru
Lalji Foundation kwa msaada huo
kwa kuwa hakua na uwezo wa ku-
mucdu gharama za matibabu, hivyo
kupitia msaada wao umefanikisha
kurejesha tabasamu kwani mtoto
wake amefanyiwa upasuaj na
anaendelea na matibabu.

Aidha, alitoa wito kwa watu we-
nye uwezo kujitoa kusaidia watu
wenye uhitaji maalum haswa
watoto wenye changamoto ya
vichwa vikubwa na mgongo wazi
kwani wazazi wengi wenye watoto
wenye changamoto hiyo hawana
uwezo wa kumudu gharama za
upasuaji.

Pia aliwashauri wazazi wa wa-
toto wenye changamoto ya vichwa
vikubwa kuwapeleka hospitalini
mapema ili wapatiwe huduma za
matibabu kwani kuwafungia nda-
ni kunaweza kuleta athari kubwa
zaidi.

Daktari Bingwa wa Ipasuaji wa
Magonjwa ya Uti wa Mgongo na
Mishipa ya Fahamu MOI, Hamisi
Shabani, alisema tatizo [ Vich-
wa kikubwa na mgongo wazi ni

NIPASHE 3 JULAI 2025

kubwa kiasi lakini kwa sasa limeanza
kuonekana kwa wingi kutokana na
uelewa wa jamii kuhusu tatizo hilo.

“Tunawashukuru watanzania am-
bao wameweza kutoa elimu mbalim-
ball kuhusu kuzuia unyanyapaa wa
Watoto wenye matatizo ya vichwa
vikubwa na mgongo wazi na idadi
wa wazazi kuwapeleka watoto hospi-
tali imekua inaridhisha kutokana na
uelewa wa jamii kuhusu tatizo hilo.”
alisema.

Aliserna kwa wastani Tanzania inaz-
alisha takribani watoto 4,000 wenye
tatizo la vichwa vikubwa na mgongo
wazi kwa mwaka kwa ikiwa ni kwa
mujibu wa makisio ya sensa ya mwaka
2022 ambayo Iinafafanua kuwa takriba-
ni watoto 10,000 wanaozaliwa watoto
watatu wanazaliwa na changamoto ya
vichwa vikubwa na mgongo wazi.

Alisisitiza kuwa tatizo la vichwa vi-
kubwa linazuilika kwa mama mjamzi-
to endapo timu ya wataalamu itajiri-
dhisha kuwa mama huyo hana tatizo
la upungufu wa madini ya folic acid na

akigundulika ana changamoto ya up-
ungufu wa madini hayo basi atapews
vidonge kwaajili ya kuongeza madini
hayo ambayo kwa kiasi kikubwa yana.
saidia kuzuia tatizo hilo.

Makamu Mwenyekiti wa Taasisi ya
Lalji Foundation, Mohamed Damjj,
alisema kwa kushrikiana na MOI wg.
metoa msaada huo ill kusaidia watoto
hao ambao wazazi wao hawana uwezo
wa kumudu gharama za upasuaji ikiwa
ni sehemu ya majukumu ya taasisi hiyo
kusaidia watu wenye uhitaji.

Aidha, alitoa wito kwa wadau wen-
gine kujitokeza kusaidia watoto wenye
matatizo ya mgongo wazi na vichwa
vikubwa kwani tatizo bado lipo na we-
nye uhitaji na msaada huo ni wengi na
hawana uwezo wa kumudu gharama
za maribabu.

Aliongeza kuwa Lalji Foundation
ftaendelea kushirikiana na MOI kufa-
dhili upasuaji wa watoto wenye mata-
tizo ya vichwa vikubwa na kusisitiza
kuwa zoezi hilo litakua endelevu kwa
lengo la kuwafikia watoto wengi zaidi.
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NATIONAL NEWS

b .. 30 children at MOI get
sy life-changing surgeries
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